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For            Immediate Release
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           Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555
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HERSETH            SANDLIN COMMUNICATES SUPPORT FOR DISASTER DECLARATION TO OBAMA ADMINISTRATION            OFFICIALS
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Washington,            DC-
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Following Governor Mike Rounds’ formal request to President            Obama to declare a major disaster for the Cheyenne River and Standing            Rock Indian reservations and 14 counties in northern South Dakota, Rep.            Herseth Sandlin contacted key officials within the Administration to            convey her support for the governor’s request. Late this week, Rep.            Herseth Sandlin spoke with White House Chief of Staff, Rahm Emanuel,            FEMA Administrator, Craig Fugate and USDA Undersecretary for Farm and            Foreign Agricultural Services, Jim Miller to underscore the significant            damage caused by flooding in South Dakota and the need for quick and            decisive action.
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“This past spring,            much of the upper Great Plains was hit with extensive flooding, causing            widespread disaster in many communities across South Dakota, including            my hometown of Houghton in Brown County,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said.            “In speaking with administration officials this week, I urged them to            act swiftly in providing critical federal disaster assistance to hard            hit areas so that South Dakotans can begin the long process of clean-up            and recovery.”
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In speaking with            Undersecretary Miller, Rep. Herseth Sandlin specifically emphasized            the devastating impact this spring’s storms have had on South Dakota’s            farmers and ranchers. Many county and township roads have been inundated            with water. Some remain under water while others are compromised, making            the movement of heavy agricultural equipment along these roads treacherous.            
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Rep. Herseth Sandlin            added, “This flooding has caused delays in spring planting or made it            impossible to plant this year, created new issues relating to wetlands,            and led to a slow recovery and clean-up effort. Another issue of great            concern is loss of cattle, especially during calving season when the            fields were wet and cold and under near-record amounts of snow. As the            world continues to rely on our domestic producers to meet food, feed,            and fuel needs, it is important we provide our producers with the tools            they need to continue to meet this demand and overcome unexpected natural            disasters.” 
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